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Classification of Offenses 


The term ‘“‘offenses known to the police” is designed to include 
those crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification 
conunring Mate the police jurisdiction, whether they become known 
to the police through reports of police officers, of citizens, ef prosecut- 
ing or court officials, or otherwise. They are confined to the following 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by experience to, be 
those most generally and completely reported to the police: Criminal 
homicide, including (@) murder, nonnegligent manslaughter, and 
(b) manslaughter by negligence; rape; robbery; aggravated assault; 
burglary—breaking or entering; larceny—theft; and auto theft. The 

res contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 

of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are re- 

patios as aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted 

urglary or robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the 
same manner as if the crime had been completed. 

“‘Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 


(1) 


-2 


Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless 
are not included in the tabulations which follow. 

In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification. 


1. Criminal homicide—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—includes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by igence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, justifiable homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (b) Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the per- 
son responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 


rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
force or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, rob- 
bery armed. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shoot- 
ing, cutting, stabbing, ph scalding, or by use of acids; mayhem, maiming. 
Does not include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—lIncludes burglary, housebreaking, safe 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted again under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft (except auto theft) —(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (6) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one-of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the property stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 
and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, ‘‘con’’ games, 
forgery, passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding” thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 
the Division of Investigation does not vouch for its accuracy. It is 
given out as current information, which may throw some light on 
problems of crime and criminal-law enforcement. : 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area 

In the table which follows there is shown the number of police 
departments from which one or more crime reports have been received 
during the first 3 months of 1934. The data are presented for the 
cities divided according to size. The population figures employed 
are estimates as of July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census for all 
cities with population im excess of 10,000. No estimates were avail- 
able, however, for those with a smaller number of inhabitants, and 
accordingly for them the figures listed in the 1930 decennial census 
were used. 

The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the follow- 
ing figures for the first 3 months of 1932-34: 


Cities Population 


49, 368, 231 
53, 295, 629 
61, 715, 079 
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The above comparison shows that during the first quarter of 1934 
there was an increase of 32 cities as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1933, the population represented by those cities being 
8,419,459. 


Population repre- 
sented in returns 










Total | Cities filing returns 
Population group — pe pop: 
or towns | Number | Percent 
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The above table does not include 765 cities and rural townships aggregating a total population of 4,367,372. 
The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, whereas the rural. 
townships are of varying population groups. 


MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population 

In table 1 there is presented the number of known offenses recorded 
by the police departments in 1,382 cities with an egate popula- 
tion of 57,844,446. The figures are also presented for the cities 
divided into six groups according to size. 

The compilation shows that in general cities with over 100,000 
inhabitants report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. 
Examination of the compilation discloses, however, that there are 
some exceptions to that general tendency. 

There is considerable variation in the crime rates for the six groups 
of cities, the amount of the variation differing with the offense. With 
the exception of manslaughter by negligence, the largest amount of 
variation in the figures occurs in the data pertaining to robbery and 
auto theft, whereas the smallest amount of difference in the crime 
rates is found in the figures for murder and nonnegligent manslaughter. 

Seventy-nine of the cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants 
reported offenses of larceny—theft separated according to the value of 
the object stolen. In the compilation below there appear figures for 
aa type of offense separated according to the value of the article 
involved. 










Larceny—theft 





Population group su amd over | Under $00 
in value value 


28 cities over 250,000; total population, 19,176,900: 





PED OF GINNS BIROWE ou dn cin n bdocendcnevbosedssnicthscsscesuceoweke 5,171 30,958 

Rato per iced thiath alia liln cin ssrgines halblicdiinindih hele hate ig ersin dargtnaase cuntiialleniais 27.6 161.4 
51 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total population, 7,071,712: 

EE INS TUNINIE oon cenit sncthagiitnadisisbidonddecbeagihcedevese 1,661 13,165 

ec cncnncnes ckinsioncsnnadatibigdabipensoisndinsinhimiadiebes 23.5 136.2 










It will be observed from the above compilation that the larger 
cities report a slightly higher rate for major larcenies but the opposite 
is true with reference to minor offenses of that type. 


4 


TABLE 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 1934; number 
and rates per 100,000 by population groups 


(Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Population group 


GROUP I 


36 cities over 250,000; total tion, 
29,672,100: aaa 
Number of offenses known 


52 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 7, 195,512: 
Number of offenses known --.- P 
Rate per 100,000. 


79 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total popula- 
tion, 5,408,343: 
Number of — known 
Rate per 100, 
GROUP IV 
149 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total popula- 


tion, 5,214,000: 
Number of offenses known 


GROUP V 
419 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total popula- 
tion, 6 555,335: 
Number of Hae known 
GROUP YI 
647 cities nen 10,000; total population, 
Number of — known 


Total 1 cities; total popula- 
tion, 57,844,446: 


Pe v number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 35 cities with a 
on of 28,287,100. 
ber of offenses and rate for larceny—theft are based on reports of 34 cities with a total population 
of ‘23.158. 100. 


3 The number of offenses and rate for auto theft are based on reports of 35 cities with a total population of 


22, 
The m number of faa ona rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,381 cities with 
a to pulation 
‘ The number of ican and rate for larceny—theft are based on reports of 1,380 cities with a total popula- 
tion of 50,325 
c The oilers of offenses and rate for auto theft are based on reports of 1,381 cities with a total population 
of 50,626,346. 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1934 

Table 2 shows the daily average number of offenses reported during 
’ the first 3 months of 1934 by the same 1,382 cities whose reports are 
included in table 1. . The averages show an increase for murder and 

avated assault but for the remaining offenses there is a decrease, 

although the decrease for robbery is rather slight. 

With the exception of the figures for murder and manslaughter, 
the average number of offenses reported for February is lower than 
for either of the other 2 months. 


TaBie 2.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 
1934; 1,882 miscellaneous cities 


(Total population, 57,844,446, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 


1 The daily averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,381 cities with a total 
population of 56,459,446. 
* The daily averages for larceny—theft are based on reports of 1,380 cities with a total population of 


3 The daily averages for auto theft are based on reports of 1,381 cities with a total population of 50,626,346. 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-34 

In order to make comparisons with previous years there is presented 
in the following table the number of offenses reported for the first 3 
months of 1931 to 1934 by the police departments in 70 cities with an 
aggregate population of 19,311,002. The data are also presented in 
the form of daily averages. The compilation discloses that the 
number of murders reported was lower in the first three months of 
1934 than during the corresponding period of any of the previous 
yeats included in the table. Similarly the figures for robbery and 
auto theft showed a substantial reduction while the figures for aggre 
vated assaults were only slightly lower than for 1933. The number 
of burglaries reported was lower than last year but higher than the 
preceding 2 years. The number of larcenies showed a slight increase 
over 1933. 

Compared with 1933 robberies showed a 21 percent decrease and 
auto thefts an 18 percent decrease. If compared with the figures 
for 1931 the percentages of decrease would be substantially larger. 

Compared with the corresponding period of 1933 the number of 
murders reported during the first quarter of 1934 showed a decrease 
of 41 (10.8 percent). 





6 


Tasie 3.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 70 cities over 100,000, 
January to March, inclusive, 1931-34 


[Total population, 19,311,002, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census} 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location 

In table 4, there is shown the number of cities in each State, the 
reports of which were employed in determining the crime rates listed 
in table 5. The figures in table 4 are divided into six groups according 
to size of city. Such information is presented in the bulletin in order 
to provide a suitable basis for properly evaluating the data presented 
in table 5. In some instances the crime rates for individual States are 
based on a very limited number of reports and such data should be used 
with caution, particularly for comparative purposes. Obviously, 
crime rates based on the reports of 2 or 3 communities may differ 
considerably from the rates which would be obtained if based on 
data for the entire State. Furthermore, in comparing crime rates 
for two or more States, consideration should be given to the compo- 
sition of the population of the State with reference to the number of 
a cities included. This is of significance in view of the fact that 
table 1 indicates that as a general rule cities with population in excess 
of 100,000 have higher crime rates than the smaller communities. 

Table 5 discloses that the East South Central States have the highest 
rates for murder and vated assault. The New England States 
report the lowest or those offenses. 

or robbery, the highest rates are reported by the East South Cen- 

tral and East North Central groups, and the lowest figures by the 
Middle Atlantic and New England States. The tabulation shows the 
highest number of burglaries in the Pacific States, with the lowest 
figure being reported by the Middle Atlantic group, which also reports 
the lowest figures for larceny—theft and auto theft. The highest 
rs ba for larceny—theft are reported by the Pacific and West South 

entral States, and the highest rates for auto theft by the Mountain 
and Pacific divisions. 
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TaBLeE 4.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform crime 


reports, January to March, inclusive, 1934 


Population 


Division and State 100,000 | 50,000 | 25,000, 10,000 
to to 


to 
250,000 | 250,000 | 100,000 | 50,000 25,000 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 


ie ee 155 cities; total population, 


17,777, 
East North Central: 361 cities; total popula- 
eon) 15,391,183 
po = Central: 140 cities; total popula- 
on, 


-~ 
nw 


3,096,650 
Mountain: 44 cities; total population, 937,301-- 
Pacific: 132 cities; total population, 5,337,269-. 
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6 
8 
5 
7 
25 
35 
5 
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8 
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16 
13 
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of 360 cities with a total population of 15,000,283. 
manslaughter by negligence is based on reports of 131 cities with a total population of 
larceny —theft and auto theft are based on reports of 135 cities. 
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Taste 5.—Rate per 100,000, offenses known to the police, January to Mareh, 





BO iirccwcccucesenincs 


West North Central. .---.._- 
West South Central........_- 


Middle Atlantic !_..........- 


1 











Data for Individual Cities 


In accordance with the recommendation of the Committee on 
Uniform Crime Records of the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police, the Division of Investigation is resuming with this issue 
of the bulletin, the publication of data for individual cities with 
population in excess of 100,000. 

As might reasonably be expected, there is considerable variance 
in the crime rates for individual offenses reported by the several 
cities. Such variance in the data reported may be due to several 
factors, which should be given consideration when using the data for 
comparative purposes. One of these is difference in the composition 
of the population, since individual cities differ considerably in the 

roportion of Negroes and foreign-born whites included. Likewise, 
in the cities, there may be considerable variation in the proportion 
of the population under 15 years of age. These factors are of 
significance since data compiled by the Division of Investigation 
indicate that in proportion to the number of such individuals in the 
general population of the country, the number of Negroes arrested 
is much larger than the number of whites. Furthermore, if in one 
city the proportion of individuals less than 15 years of age were 
unusually low, the crime rate for that city would be decreased in 
comparison with the rate for a city having an unusually high pro- 
portion of individuals less than 15 years of age, if such individuals 
were eliminated when calculating crime rates for those cities. How- 
ever, in determining the crime rates presented below the population 
figures given in the 1930 decennial census have been employed. 

Other factors which may cause variation in crime rates are differ- 
ences in the economic activities of the cities and in the recreational 
and educational facilities provided. Also in the preparation of 
reports there may be unintentional deviations from the procedure 
specified in the Manual, Uniform Crime Reporting. Furthermore, 
in some cities, there may be no arrangement to obtain complaints of 
offenses which are received by other authorities than the police (such 
as the prosecuting attorney, the sheriff, State police, or other officials 
having concurrent jurisdiction with the local police department). 
In addition, due to a misunderstanding, criminal attempts may not 
be included, and there may be a failure to include larceny of objects 
of trivial value. However, copies of the manual, outlining in detail 
the procedure to be followed, have been furnished to all contributors 
of uniform crime reports and wherever there is reason to suspect 
from examination of the reports that the uniform procedure has not 
been employed, the matter is taken up with the police department 
involved. 

In instances of figures which show an extreme deviation from the 
general trend for a given offense, it should be considered as possible 
that there is some substantial variation from the uniform procedure 
for scoring of offenses as outlined in the manual. 

The tabulation of crime rates for individual cities should not, in 
the opinion of the Division of Investigation, be used to discredit or 
to glorify individual police departments. They should serve as a 
source of information regarding crime conditions in individual cities 
which would otherwise be more or less unavailable to interested 
individuals. A commendable situation or, on the other hand, a bad 
situation with reference to crime is not due entirely to the activity 
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TaBLe 6.—Offenses known to the police Jan. 1—-Mar. 31, 1934; rate per 100,000 
inhabitants—Continued 
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1 Larcenies not separately reported. Figure listed includes both major and minor lareenies. 


? Not reported. 
3 The population of Waterbury as estimated July 1, 1930, by the Bureau of the Census was. 100,100. 


Offenses Known to Sheriffs and State Police, 1934 


No attempt has been made to determine crime rates for rural areas 
of the United States, due to the fact that it has been impossible to 
ascertain the population represented by the reports received from 
sheriffs and State police organizations. As of general interest, how- 
ever, there is presented below a tabulation showing the number of 
offenses reported during the first 3 months of 1934 by 34 sheriffs and 
6 State police troops. 

Monthly reports are received from a much larger number of law 
enforcement agencies policing rural territory. However, there is pre- 
sented in table 7 the number of offenses reported by those agencies 
which have submitted a complete set of reports for the first quarter 
of the year and whose reports apparently are prepared in accordance 
with the procedure outlined in the Manual, Uniform Crime Reporting, 
and are limited to rural areas. 

It should be noted that the data presented below represent. only a 
very small portion of the rural territory in the United States.. 
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TABLE 7.—Offenses known, January to March 1984, inclusive, as reported by 34 
sheriffs and 6 State police troops 









Criminal homicide 






Offenses Known in Possessions of the United States 

In table 8 there is presented available information regarding the 
number of offenses known to the police in Hawaii County, Territory 
of Hawaii; the Canal Zone, and Puerto Rico. The figures presented 
include offenses in both urban and rural areas of the territories speci- 
re The population area represented in each case is indicated in the 
table. 








TaBLe 8.—Offenses known in United States possessions, January to March 1984; 
number and rate per 100,000 


{Population figures from Federal Census Apr. 1, 1930} 







Jurisdiction reporting 










Hawaii: 
Hawaii County, popula- 
tion 73,325; number of 









Puerto Rico: 
Population 1,543,913; 
number of offenses 











Number of Police Department Employees, 1933 
K For the benefit of individuals interested in a study of data pertain- 
F ing to police personnel there is presented in table 9 a compilation 
showing the average number of police employees during 1933. The 
y figures are also expressed as the number per 1,000 inhabitants and 
if are limited to cities with population in excess of 100,000. It is sug- 

gested that a study of the data presented herewith in connection 
with the data presented in table 6 may disclose a definite relationship 
between the number of police employees per 1,000 inhabitants and 
the size of the crime rate in the cities represented. 
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The data presented below were in practically all instances obtained 
from the monthly crime reports received during 1933. It should be 
observed that they include civilian employees. 


TaBLe 9.—Number of police department employees, 1933 


City 


New Haven, Conn 
New Ork La 
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4 
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4 
3 
8 
8 
1 
4 
7 
9 
1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
1 
5 
4 
4 
0 
5 
2 
4 
1 
5 
8 
7 
0 
5 
0 
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ANNUAL RETURNS, 1933 


The system of uniform crime reporting provides for annual reports 
of offenses known, offenses caagees by arrest, the number of persons 
held for yee and the number of persons arrested but released 
without being formally charged with the commission of an offense. 
In the following pages there are presented data compiled from annual 
reports for 1933 received from police departments throughout the 
country. 

Under the system of uniform crime reporting an offense is treated 
as cleared by arrest when the offender 1s apprehended and held or 
turned over for prosecution. The data pertaining to the number of 
cleared cases include certain exceptional clearances, such as instances 
where the offender commits suicide or is not available for prosecution, 
due to the fact that he is already incarcerated for some other offense. 
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Examination of the reports disclosed in some instances that the 
number of offenses listed as cleared by arrest was identical with the 
number of persons listed as held for prosecution, indicating a failure 
to distinguish between those two types of data. Obviously the two 
sets of figures need not be the same, since the arrest of two or more 
individuals jointly involved in the commission of a single offense 
would clear only one crime, while the arrest of one individual who had 
committed several offenses would clear several crimes. 

It appeared in other instances that the number of offenses of auto | 
theft listed as cleared by arrest was unusually large, indicating that 
the — possibly represented stolen automobiles recovered rather 
than the number of offenses cleared by the arrest of the offender. In 
still other cases it was observed that for a given offense the number of 
cleared cases was high in comparison with the number of persons 
listed as held for prosecution, whereas in some instances the opposite 
set of facts was observed. 

In all instances where there were any of the above indications that 
the reports had not been prepared in accordance with the procedure 
outlined in the Manual, Uniform Crime Reporting, an attempt was 
made to ascertain definitely whether the report had been prepared 
in accordance with uniform practice. When it was learned that the 
reports were not uniformly prepared, or when it appeared highly 
probable that such was the case, the reports were not included in the 
compilation of data appearing in the tables presented in the following 


pages. 
“With reference to the compilation of data pertaining to persons 


arrested by the police but released without being held for prosecution 
it should be pointed out that the figures reported should not include 
individuals arrested and turned over to other authorities. In some 
instances, it has been asceriained that such cases have been included 
in the figures listed on the report forwarded to the Division of Inves- 
tigation. It is, of course, possible that some such cases have been 
listed without the fact being known to the Division, and it is therefore 
possible that the figures are to some extent inflated due to the inclusion 
of such items. 

If entries pertaining to individuals released without beng formally 
charged were limited to the classifications relating to violations of 
parking, road and driving, and other motor vehicle and traffic regula- 
tions, such reports from cities with population in excess of 10,000 
were not employed in the tabulation of data regarding persons 
released, it being assumed that the reports were probably incomplete 
in that respect. 

In July 1933 contributors of uniform crime reports were furnished 
with copies of the annual returns which indicated that on the report 
of persons held for prosecution and of persons,released, the following 
new classifications had been added: 

Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing (formeriy included 
in All other offenses). 

Prostitution and commercialized vice (formerly included in Sex 
offenses). 

Violation of road and driving laws (formerly included in Traffic 
and motor vehicle laws). 


ag violations (formerly included in Traffic and motor vehicle 
aws). 
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Disorderly conduct; drunkenness; vagrancy (these classifications 
are now listed eer on the report, whereas formerly they were 
listed as Disorderly conduct and vagrancy and Drunkenness). 

In a few instances the reporting cities submitted figures in accord- 
ance with the old classification. In such cases these unclassified 

res were divided among the new subclassifications in the ratio in 
which such data were reported by other cities in the same population 
group. 


Offenses Known and Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1933 

In table 10 there is shown the number of known offenses reported 
for 1933 by the police departments in 762 cities with an aggregate 
population of 30,288,970. There is also indicated the number of 
those offenses which were cleared by arrest during the year. It should 
be observed that in a few instances the figures are based on the reports 
of a smaller number of cities as indicated by the footnotes to the table. 

Examination of the compilation reveals that the proportion of 
offenses against the person which ‘were cleared by arrest is consider- 
ably larger than that for offenses against property. The tabulation 
indicates further that in general cities with population in excess of 
100,000 have a lower percentage of clearances than cities with a lesser 
number of inhabitants. 

During 1933 some offenses were cleared by the arrest of the offender 
which were committed in a previous year and which in the report for 
that year had been listed as not cleared. The number of such in- 
stances is indicated in table 10—A. 

In table 11 there appears a compilation showing the relationship 
between the number of known offenses, the number cleared by arrest, 
and the number of persons held for prosecution for those offenses. 
In examining that compilation it should be kept in mind that the 

res representing offenses cleared by arrest include all offenses 
cleared during the calendar year 1933, irrespective of when they were 
committed. In other words, table 11 includes the offenses listed as 
cleared by arrest in both table 10 and table 10—A. 

The compilation discloses that for all offense classes except burglary, 
larceny, and auto theft, the number of persons charged exceeded the 
number of offenses cleared by arrest. The figures for individual 
population groups disclose, however, certain variations from this 
general relationship. 

Table 11 should be interpreted in the following manner: With 
reference to group I cities, ef each 100 offenses of murder known, 78 
were cleared by the arrest of 96 individuals who were held for prosecu- 
tion. It pant be noted, however, that the figures for known offenses 
are limited to cases committed or first reported to the police during 
the calendar year 1933, while the data regarding offenses cleared in- 
clude all cases cleared during the year, irrespective of when the crimes 
were committed. Similarly, the data pertaining to persons held for 
prosecution include all those charged during the year, even though 
the crimes were committed in some prior period. 

Since the proportion of offenses cleared in a subsequent year will 
robably not vary greatly from one period to another, it is not 
ad objectionable to treat the data in table 11 as though they 

related entirely to offenses committed in 1933. 
56259—34——-8 
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TasLe 10.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and percentage of offenses 
cleared by arrest, 1933, by oe elton groups 


{Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
Population group 


GROUP I 
20 cities over 250,000; total 


936 | 27,008 | 7,238 1 109, 492 
653 | 7,211 | 4,181 24, 122 
69.8 26.7 57.8 22.0 





GROUP II 
2% cities, 100,000 to 250,000; 


total tion, 3,167,505: 
wee of offenses 


50 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; 
total population, 3,456,758: 
Number of offenses 


GROUP IV 
92 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
po 3 








- 
offenses 


173 | 1,301 810 | 48,829 | 420,507 | 54,542 
162 430 737 2, 265 5, 214 783 


93.6 33.1 91.0 25.5 25.4 17.2 


1 The number of known offenses of larceny—theft and the number cleared are based on the reports from 
19 cities with a total population of 14,542,900. 

? The number of known offenses of auto theft and the number cleared are based on the reports from 18 
cities with & total of 700. 

* The number of known offenses of larceny—theft and auto theft and the number cleared are based on the 
reports from 49 cities with a total of 658. 

* The number of known offenses of burglary and larceny—theft and the number cleared are based on the 
ee ee ae ee ee 

_> The number of known offenses of auto theft and the number cleared are based on the reports from 209 
cities with a total population of 3,280,201. 
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TaBLe 10.—O known, offenses cleared arrest, and percentage of offenses 
ed I eins aa chan vibe arrest, 19383, by ween groups—Continued 


Bur- 


glary— Lar- 
Population group ‘ | | breaking ceny— | Auto 


orenter-| theft theft 
ing 


GROUP VI 


367 cities under 10,000; total 
a 2,266,140: 

‘umber of offenses 

686 


438 
276 367 


1, 632 3, 200 510 

40.2| 83.8 28.4 30.2 |. 2.7 

Total, Se total popula- Ay eee gett 
N 


of offenses 


5, 748 10, 386 2, 067 





2, 052 . 1, 784 | 34,777 | 13, 636 | * 108, 249 | 7 217, 805 | § 63, 587 
1, 576 a 9,943 | 9,390 25, 723 51, 452 9, 055 
76.8 28.6 68.9 23.8 23.6 14.2 








* The number of known offenses of burglary and the number cleared are based on the reports from 761 
cities with a total tion of 30,271,570. 


? The number of known offenses of lareeny—theft and the number cleared are based on the reports from 759 
cities with a total tion of 29,880,570. 


§ The number of known offenses of auto theft and the number cleared are based on the reports from 758 
cities with a total population of 26,169,970. 


TaBLe 10-A.— Number of offenses cleared by arrest during 1933 which were reported 
during some prior year as not cleared 


Criminal homicide 


Population group 
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TaBLeE 11.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and persons charged (held for 
prosecution), 1933; Number per 100 known offenses 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 


Population group 


GROUP I 
20 cities over 250,000; total 
Offenses cleared by arrest. 
Persons charged. 
GROUP I 
23 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; 


total population, 3,167,505: 
Offenses known } 





GROUP Il 


50 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total 
po tion, 3,456,758: 
ffenses 
Offenses cleared by arrest_ 
Persons charged 


GROUP IV 


92 cities, ee total 
on, " , ° 
ey known 


lenses 
Offenses 
Persons 


GROUP V 


210 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; 
ei soos. 3,394,001: 


Offenses cleared by arrest _ 


GROUP VI 


367 cities under 10,000; total 


popeistion, 2,266,140: 
ffenses known 


Offenses cleared by arrest. 
Persons charged- 


TOTAL, GROUPS I-VI 
762 cities; total population, 
30,288,970: 


= 
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Persons Charged (Held for Prosecution), 1933 

Table 12 shows the number of persons charged and the rate per 
100,000. In table 13 there is presented a percentage distribution of 
persons charged. As previously explained, under the system of 
uniform crime reporting, the term “persons charged’’ refers to indi- 
viduals held for prosecution. 

An examination of table 13 reveals that almost one half of the indi- 
viduals involved were charged by the police with violation of some 
type of motor vehicle or traffic law. In addition, more than one 
fourth were charged with drunkenness, disorderly conduct, or va- 
pay ee a total of approximately 75 percent charged with the 
preceding types of offenses. Of the remaining individuals held for 
prosecution, 3 percent were charged with homicide, rape, or aggra- 
vated assault, whereas 21 percent were charged with robbery, burglary, 
larceny—theft, auto theft, embezzlement and fraud, receiving stolen 
property, or forgery and counterfeiting. 

or the offenses of criminal homicide and robbery it will be observed 
that the number of persons held for prosecution per unit of popula- 
tion is higher for cities in groups I and II than in the smaller com- 
munities. However, this relationship does not occur without ex- 
ception for the remaining offense classes. 

he rates for the offenses of forgery and counterfeiting and viola- 
tion of narcotic drug laws are considerably higher for cities in group II 
than for any others. Cities in groups I and IT have a rate for prosti- 
tution and commercialized vice several times larger than the rates 
for the remaining groups. Cities in group II report the highest 
rates for drunkenness and vagrancy, whereas group I cities report the 
highest figure for disorderly conduct. It is of interest to observe 
that for driving while intoxicated, the highest figures are reported by 
the smallest communities. This same trend was noted in the tabu- 
lation of data from the annual reports for 1932. 

Violations of parking tions are reported most frequently 
by cities in groups I and II. In connection with the fact that the 


smaller cities report the highest rates for other traffic and motor 


vehicle laws, it is suggested as possible that some of them failed to 
properly assign arrests to one of the two classes immediately pre- 
ceding in table 12. 

In connection with the classification Suspicion, it-should be ob- 
served that according to the procedure outlined in the Manual, 
Uniform Crime Reporting, entries for that class should be limited 
to persons arrested and released without being held for prosecution. 
If a person were held for the action of the court, the individual should 
be carried opposite the offense class with which he was formally 
charged. However, in table 12 the data have been presented as 
reported to the Division of Investigation. 


aa 
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{Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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TaBLe 12.—Persons charged (held for prosecution), 1933; number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups—Continued 


10,000 to 


Total, 762 cities; total la- 
tion 30,288,970 id 
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TaBLeE 13.—Percentage distribution of persons charged (held for prosecution), 1933 
[763 cities; total population, 30,288,970] 
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Persons Released (Not Held for Prosecution), 1933 

Examination of the annual reports received from contributing 
police departments disclosed that in quite a large number of instances 
no entries were made to represent persons arrested but released with- 
out being held for prosecution. In some instances definite statements 
were made on the reports that no records were maintained regarding 
such individuals, while on others there were no entries at all, or 
entries were limited to the three classifications pertaining to violations 
of motor vehicle and trafficlaws. In compiling data regarding persons 
released all such reports were eliminated, except that for group VI, if 
entries regarding persons released were limited to the classes involving 
persons arrested for violation of traffic regulations, the reports were 
nevertheless employed in the tabulation. Consequently, in table 14, 
the number of persons arrested and released and the rate per 100,000 
are based on the reports received from 309 cities with an aggregate 
er of 11,195,920. 

he following table represents persons arrested and released without . 

being held or turned over for prosecution. There are included, there- 
fore, instances where juveniles were arrested and it was definitely 
established that they were responsible for a given offense, but instead 
of being prosecuted they were released to their parents, probation 
officers, or were given some similar type of treatment. Likewise, the 
compilation includes individuals who were arrested and released with 
a reprimand or on the “golden rule’”’ principle, as is sometimes done 
in the case of violators of traffic and motor vehicle regulations. Per- 
sons summoned, notified, or cited to appear in court to answer criminal 
charges who failed to appear in response thereto and who were not 
subsequently arrested are also represented in the following tabulations. 

With the exception of arrests on suspicion, the largest number of 
releases is disclosed in cases of drunkenness and violation of parking 
regulations. 


Taste 14.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, 1933; number 
and rates per 100,000, by population groups 


(Population as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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* Taste 14.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, 1933; number 
and rates per 100,000, by population groups—Continued 
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Percentage of Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1931-33 

There are presented in table 15 data comparing the percentages of 
clearances for 1931, 1932, and 1933. The data are based on the 
annual reports received from the police departments in 22 cities with 
an aggregate population of 9,381,231. The data for the offenses of 
larceny and auto theft are based on a smaller number of reports as in- 
dicated in the footnotes to the table, due to the fact that a few of the 
reports were incomplete with reference to those offenses. 

It should be observed that the compilation is limited to offenses 
cleared during the same year in which they were committed or first 
reported. In other words, offenses cleared during the year which 
were reported during some prior year were not included in the follow- 
ing compilation. 

In general the table does not show any marked change in clearances 
during the 3-year period. However, the compilation does show a 
substantial decrease in the percentage of clearances for rape from 
84.9 to 70.7, and a notable increase in the proportion of burglaries 
cleared by arrest from 27.6 in 1931 to 32.6 in 1933. 

It should be observed that data pertaining to auto thefts are re- 
stricted to offenses cleared by the arrest of the offender. A much 
larger proportion of stolen automobiles is recovered, but such informa- 
tion is not reported to the Division of Investigation under the system 
of uniform crime reporting. 


TABLE 15.—Percentage of offenses cleared by arrest, 1931-33 
[22 cities over_100,000, total population 9,381,231, as estimated July 1, 1932, by the Bureau of the Census] 


| 


| 
| Criminal homicide 


1 The data for larceny—theft are based on the reports of 21 cities with a total population of 9,080,331. 
? The data for auto theft are based on the reports of 18 cities with a total population of 7,671,897. 


DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


During the first 3 months of 1934, the Division of Investigation 
examined 87,917 arrest records as evidenced by fingerprint cards 
received from local law-enforcement officials throughout the United 
States. Of the total, 6,212 (7.1 percent) represented females. 

Fingerprint cards representing commitments to ere or other 
penal institutions or arrests for violation of Federal laws were not 
employed in this tabulation. The tabulation of data from finger- 
print records obviously does not include all persons arrested since there 
are individuals taken into custody for whom no fingerprint cards are 
forwarded to Washington. Padhieniion. data pertaining to persons 
arrested should not be treated as equivalent to information regarding 
the number of offenses committed since two or more persons may be 
involved in the joint commission of a single offense, and, on the other 
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hand, one person may be arrested and charged with the commission of 
several separate offenses. 

Exclusive of arrests for vagrancy, disorderly conduct, or on sus- 
picion, there were 57,087 arrests. Of them 64.5 percent were for 
the following serious offenses against life or property: — 


SUING SONI So rr aks cree A etc re Cee 1, 643 
PPO coe Pasties. akon es sateen CS oa Le 1, 087 
OOM Fess seid eo Sei segs x 4, 258 

ROE atk wid) sienna eadbisdh atine cobb Use DOese~ che 6, 2 
Burglary—breaking or entering. ---.---.---------------- 8, 360 
RS cue nb Caden Sida c ones nae Se 12, 534 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing ___-_-_-_-_-_-_ 926 
WEG WEE. WS SE cus suis ite Clb ee 2, 770 
ey MO COUMEOITINUIONE «hc ose os ek ie 1, 192 
Embezsiement and fraud_................-5.-4.----.. 2, 648 
Weapons; carryirg, possessing, etc____._.._...-._------ 1, 622 
WU Cie eed stesso oss Aa & 43, 270 


TaBLE 16.—Distribution of arrests, Jan. 1, 1984—Mar. 31, 1934 


























Number Percent 
Offense charged SISTER ERNEST! SRSAOREEES WETESe Samer ER Erceecmees 
Total | Male | Female| Total | Male | Female 
643 | 1,514 129 1.9 19 21 
087 | 1,087 |_....-.-- 1.2 \ yy See idea 
258 | 4,080 178 4.8 5.0 2.9 
230 | 5,786 444 7.1 7.1 7.1 
360 | 8, 230 130 9.5 10.1 | 2.1 
534 | 11,437 | 1,007 14.2 14.0 17.7 
770 | 2,713 57 3.2 3.3 9 
192 1,071 121 14 14 L9 
648 | 2,488 160 3.0 3.0 | 2.6 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, possessing - - 926 851 75 Li 1.0 1.2 
eapons; . PSs heidnbos de ccunove 1,622 | 1,585 37 1.8 1.9 | -6 
Prostitution and Rata ob aa 1,057} (322) 735| 1.2 4; 118 
Sex offenses et ee and tution) ............ 1,336 | 1,091 245 1.5 1.3 3.9 
Offenses nst y and ¢ aes secdatesacuceuee 1,126 1,071 55 1.3 1.3 | 9 
N 966 875 91 11 L1| 1.5 
Dri 2,109 | 2,065 44 2.4 2.5 ee 
2,093 | 1,906 187 2.4 2.4 3.0 
6,849 | 6,503 346 7.8 8.0 5.6 
3,550 | 3,201 349 4.0 3.9 | 5.6 
5,956 | 5,461 495 6.8 6.7 | 8.0 
1,292 | 1,248 44 1.5 1.5 | ff 
337 | 331 6 4 .4 | 4 
5 Ae ccsckes CP FA ies cag 
614 598 16 7 wits | .3 
Suspicion and investigation ....................--... 11, 324 | 10,540 784 12.8 12.9 12.6 
Bp Mah. tn at Uh aha cbchacd<ducdd ss cénccasoucnseut 1,238 | 1,148 90 14 1.4) 14 
BE FREE PB hiss then ndi pa icesdccccncdnscccusashe 4,795 | 4,408 297 5.5 5.5 | 4.8 
NAL deh ic Sodas oecoceeineereunaesewes 87, 917 81,705 | 6,212 00.0; 100.0; 100.0 








1 Less than Mo of 1 percent. 


Examination of the ages of the persons arrested indicates that those 
aged 19 were more numerous than those of any other single age group. 

e predominance of thet group has been observed since the Division 
began the compilation of this type of data in 1932. The following 
analysis of individuals less than 30 years of age is of interest: 


Correspond- 
Percentage | ing t- 
Age Number of total | age for first 
quarter of 1933 
16, 952 19.3 20.8 
15, 877 18.1 19.9 
16, 192 18.4 18.8 





49, 021 55.8 59.5 
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It will be observed that the proportion of youthful persons arrested 
was slightly smaller during the first quarter of 1934 than for the 
corresponding period of 1933. 

The compilation shows that auto theft is generally committed by 
youthful individuals. Of the total of 2,770 individuals arrested for 
that type of offense 66.5 percent (1,841) were under 25 years of age. 
Similarly, 59.9 percent of those arrested for burglary and 53.7 percent 
of those charged with robbery were less than 25 years old. 


TaBLE 17.—Arrests by age groups, Jan. 1,—Mar. 31, 1934 
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E Thirty-five percent of the individuals whose arrest records were f 
ps examined during the first 3 months of 1934 had previous fingerprint f 
fF records on file in the Identification Unit of the Division of Investi 
iH tion. The proportion having such previous fingerprint records varies a 
y with the offense from 59.1 percent for those charged with violation of b 
BL narcotic drug laws to 19.2 percent for those charged with criminal : 
: homicide. . 
E TaBLE 18.—Arrests, Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1934 of 
t a a 
, Offense charged Total - H 
Bh. nt m 
Crimton bemea-<—ann hae | a : 
Rape adh gaipastinctbea talon toed 1,087| 236 al 

BNE 5 cigs ctinnddsncacpadeucéian 4,258 | 1,800 

MR ne ae cae 6,230 | 1,804 
Burglary—breaicing or entering .--"| §,360 | 3, 055 fo 

Larceny—theft__............-...-..- “h3 384 4, 665 

Forge tht cg eRe em 216 

Embearlement and traud....-_---._| 2.648 | 1, 134 

Stolen property; buying, receiving, on 

eee ara yemeins. etc..| 1,622 458 

WM Gr cai nntastecdimsander 057 | 360 

Sex offenses (except rape and prosti- eat 


DUNE sic cicinadadiinnvskanaieswicre 1 


TABLE 19.—Percentage with previous records; arrests, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1984 








Offense charged Percent Offense charged Percent 

Narcotic drug laws..................-..-- BO 5 I ovo crs kctghtiwnehniahnwndmehl 29.0 

I chi ectonae tae sa dobetsnesis~ spank 46.9 eapons; carrying, possessing, ete. - ..... 23.2 

peaeey Sad Coemtentins. Wi i scncaahacmaitinal 08 SF EA En on ek id ceed tit tienen 28.2 
Em OE MI 5 sc ocicnignncs 42.8 offenses (except rape and prostitu- 

NG a Go ickn Sen ccjacuaeitavensdes ay a CG aicnivcctiinns ts nad 26.0 
Parking violations. _.................... tolen property; buying, receiving, pos- 

: Suspicion and investigation. -............ A es ad 25. 2 

Ws oo Fo sic lnkpecin sce 37.2 || Other traffic and motor vehicle laws--.- 24.4 

ae Wiedclscsiew 36.5 against family and children --... 21.8 

pO SSR EE ER ea aE eae ria Sai eh creciccnmecuswctwul 21.7 

Prostitution and ‘commercialized vice _. 34.1 |} Road and driving laws._...............-- 21.7 

Disorderly conduct... .................-.- a. ee I ee one ead 20.6 

coe dintbncsawh naucsihdaiinwwse 33.3 ee nnn 19.7 

All other offenses... ................--.-. 33.3 riminal homicide. -.-................-..- 19.2 


In addition to those referred to in the preceding paragraph, there 
were 2,143 arrest records examined which bore notations indicatin 
that the individuals involved had at some previous time been arres 
making a total of 33,161 cases in which the files of the Division con- 
a tained data showing a previous criminal history. In 22,798 of them 
rE (68.7 percent) the records indicated that the persons involved had 














4 been previously convicted. The following convictions for offenses 
. against life and property were included: 

: A rismivinl inte os Si Ses Ss i a eR CARE 271 

: cei ts rath ee te ee a Ge Cao wnt 197 


Mauauie tie Kite Geuhdbs Wines. cckkcdca anon 1, 243 
093 






rglary—breaking or entering_--__....._...----------- 
SNS NE Rik i Bloat Hs <2 hk a Jhon ntase~aene 4, 834 
Es ssc oa hak eh oo bs Seiko caus canbe 943 
Forgery and counterfeiting -__..._........-.---------- 893 


Embezzlement WO Ri do 5 Sts Sen i own ene dni 746 
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lt is significant to note that the above total constitutes 62.8 percent 
of the entire group showing previous convictions. It should be noted 
further that there are undoubtedly numerous instances in which the 
individuals concerned had been previously involved in the commission 
of criminal offenses but such criminal activities were not reflected 
by the records of the Division. 

During March two persons were arrested and charged with homicide 
whose records showed previous convictions for the same type of 
offense. In one instance the individual involved was committed to 
a State penitentiary in 1920 for murder under a sentence of 21 years. 
He served 10 years and was released. On the current charge of 
murder he was found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
record of this person also shows that he served 1 year for burglary 
and grand larceny in 1910. 

The record of the second individual shows that he served 10 years 
for murder in 1921 and that the current murder charge is still pending. 
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Of the 22,798 records showing previous convictions of the indivi- 
duals involved, 7,274 indicated that they had at some time in their 
previous criminal history been released on parole or given some similar 
type of treatment. This figure may be further analyzed as follows: 

Paroled—current arrest in period of parole 
Paroled—prior arrest in period of parole 
Current arrest in period of previous sentence 
Previous arrest in period of a prior sentence 


In the remaining 2,072 cases the records did not show an arrest within 
the parole period. 


TaBLE 21.—Arrests Jan 1—Mar. 31, 1934 


Offense charged 


He 


BEES BS a0 


1, 230 


The following tabulation shows that the majority of those who 
were paroled were originally convicted of serious crimes and were 
arrested during the first quarter of 1934 on charges of a similarly 
serious nature. There were 159 individuals paroled subsequent to 
convictions for criminal homicide. Of those 4 were currently charged 
with criminal homicide, 3 with rape, 10 with robbery, 23 with assault, 
10 with burglary, and 16 with larceny. 
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Of the 87,917 arrest records examined, 63,385 represented whites 
and 20,056 (22.8 percent) were those of Negroes. The remaining races 
were represented as follows: 


In proportion to the number of each in the general population of the 
country the Negroes arrested were almost 5 times as numerous as 
foreign-born whites and 3 times as numerous as native whites. 
Expressed in terms of the number per 100,000 in the general popula- 
tion of the country (exclusive of those under 15 years of age) the 
arrests were as follows: 

Negroes 
Native whites 
Foreign-born whites 


It will be observed that the number of native whites is 58 percent 
greater than the number of foreign-born whites. However, it should 
be noted in this connection that persons whose parents were foreign- 
born have been counted among the native whites. 

The compilation shows that for criminal homicide, assault, and 
carrying concealed weapons, the proportionate number of foreign-born 
whites exceeded that of native whites, whereas for robbery, burglary, 
and larceny, the opposite was true. For all of the preceding offenses, 
the proportionate number of Negroes arrested was considerably higher 
than for whites. 
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TaBLe 24.—Arrests Jan. 1—-Mar. 31, 1934, rate per 100,000 of population (excluding 
those under 15 years of age) 
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! Less than Moth of 1 per 100,000. 


At the end of March, there were 4,213,114 fingerprint records and 


5,346,197 index cards containing names or aliases of individuals with 
records on file in the Division of Investigation at Washington. Of 
each 100 fingerprint cards received during the first 3 months of 
1934 more than 47 were identified with data in the files of the Divi- 
sion. During the same period 1,208 fugitives from justice were 
identified through erprint records and information as to the 
whereabouts of these fugitives was immediately transmitted to the 
law-enforcement officers or agencies desiring to apprehend these 
individuals. 

The number of police departments, a officers, and law-enforce- 
ment agencies throughout the United States and foreign countries 
voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the Division at the = of 
March totaled 6,568. 
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